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In Trying Times, 20 Wines Under $20 That
Revive and Restore
If you are tired of drinking the same old thing, these bottles, from
ninedifferent countries, represent the wide range of great values now
available.
By Eric Asimov
Oct. 15, 2020

The hours of daylight are shrinking, and the nervous tension grows.
These are strange days in which the daily cocktail of pandemic, politics, protest and natural disaster
continually challenges the capacity to endure. “When you think that you lost everything, you find out you
can always lose a little more,” as the Nobel laureate Bob Dylan once put it.
I’m not here to tell you that wine will make anything better. But good food, good wine and engaging
conversation seem as necessary to getting through 2020 as riveting books, binge-worthy shows and walks
among the trees. They relieve, heal and restore, because tomorrow will doubtless raise the ante again.
Of all these balms to the spirit, good wine may seem the most difficult to come by. The choices can
overwhelm. Prices of old favorites keep rising (thank you, American tariffs on certain European wines). And
just maybe, after months spent largely at home, the same old bottles are getting you down just as my own
cooking is me.
Here’s the good news: Regardless of everything else that’s going on in the world, there has never been a
better or easier time for escaping the wine rut. Great wine is being produced around the world, so much so
that the moment everybody rushes toward one great wine and prices rise, a new one is ready to step in.

Xavier Weisskopf Le Rocher des Violettes Vin de France Chenin 2019 $19.99
Here’s another expression of chenin blanc, quite different from the South African bottle. Xavier
Weisskopf is based on Montlouis, across the Loire from Vouvray, and makes a variety of wines,
often from old vines. This wine, labeled Vin de France, comes from old vines in a section of
Montlouis that is scheduled to be reclassified as Touraine next year, so Mr. Weisskopf decided to
simply call it Vin de France. It’s dry and delicious, with aromas and flavors of lemon, honey and
flowers, just right for scallops or other seafood dishes. (Skurnik Wines)
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